
 
Dalton State College 

Student Government Association 
August 25, 2017 

 
1. August SGA meeting called to order at 10:05 a.m.  
2. Attendance     

 Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)  

 Senators:  
Christopher Zayos-Mendoza (Senator of Health Professions), Olivia Morones 
(Senator at Large, Parliamentarian),  Donnique Campbell  (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Campus Recreation), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), 
Laura Alton  (Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator for the 
School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn 
(Senator for STEM), Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen 
Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach) 

 Voting Representatives:  
Garrett Peters (MIS-IT Club), Brook Champion (Baptist Collegiate Ministries), 
Erica Wilhoit (SGAE), Isabelle Arnwine (Alpha Sigma Tau), Rachel Williams 
(Alpha Omicron Pi), Rachel Morones (Spirit Squad), Nkemjika Ebere (African 
Students Association), Marcus Watson (LEGENDS), Megan Bergeman (Psi Chi), 
Laura Pettigrew (Psychology Club), Clint Dodd (Dalton State Veterans), Matthew 
Presley (Chemist Society), Guadalope Lopez (Beta Chi Nu), Trevor Gregory 
(ALPFA) 

 Guests: 
Zoë White, Cydni White, James Adams, Margret Venable, Brian Lucas, Alex 
Mora, Jodi Johnson, Nick Henry 

3. Parliamentarian, Olivia Morones   
a. Roberts Law will be used to make sure meeting is organized and concise. 

When asking a question please raise your plaque and you will be recognized 
by our chair. You will say your name and the organization you are 
representing so our secretary can add that to the minutes. Times for discussion 
or discussions for funding will have a question and answer period. We will 



ask the individual to leave the room when we have further discussion. This 
time period will be ran by the pro con pro method, to make sure we end 
discussions on a positive note. When you make a motion raise your plaque, 
and state your name. Amendments always need a second. A point of 
information is to make sure you have the right information. Point of 
clarification, is to make sure you have all the information needed to 
understand topics. Please make sure you are not asking for clarification on 
items that we have already discussed, we want to move forward not backward. 
It is okay if you are a little lost, I will be going over these rules every meeting 
until we all get it down.  

4. Approval of April Minutes 
a. Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life, moves to approve April minutes. 

Seconded by Sonia Mendoza, Senator at Large.  
5. Administrative Updates 

A. Dr. Margaret Venable, President  
Welcome back everyone, this summer was very quiet and it is great to 
have you all back on campus. I would like to introduce Bryan Lucas, an 
American Council Education (ACE)  Fellow. The fellowship program is a 
wonderful opportunity for folks in higher education that are studying 
higher education leadership. We are honored that Dr. Lucas has chosen to 
spend half of his year, a semester, at Dalton State College; he will spend 
the spring at Fort Valley State University. We are very honored to have 
him with us, to touch on his background he comes to us from Florida 
A&M University in Tallahassee, where he is communication coordinator 
in the office of communication,  

B. Dr. Jodi Johnson, Vice-President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management  
I will echo Dr. Venable, the summer was too quiet it is great to have you 
all here, so we are glad to have you back. I just have two things I would 
like to mention to you today. One, an email will be sent out, and we 
possibly we be getting it on the stall walls, but we will be having an 
opportunity I believe called “Pizza with the Prez”. The first ten students 
who sign up will have the opportunity to share a meal with Dr. Venable, 
and express anything that is on your mind. For any of you in Mashburn, 
we will hold one specifically for Mashburn  residents, which will be a 
nighttime event. The remaining will be here on campus so please be on 
the lookout for that. When I met with the Executive committee, several of 
you had the interest of going back to your high school’s to help us recruit, 
I invited two faces that you might know, Laurely Caycho, and Alex Mora 

1. Alex Mora: 
Hi everyone, since it is hard for you all to travel with us during the week 
to different recruitment events, I want to invite you all to help with the 
Dalton State Probe event, which will be held on September 28th. Dalton 
State will be hosting close to 70 Universities, and colleges. The event will 
be held on the Quad, and all of the local high schools will be attending to 
talk to these schools. There will be about 1,000 to 1,500 students coming, 



we need hands, so if any of you have an interest please email me at: 
amora01@daltonstate.edu.  

C. Nick Henry, Vice-President of Fiscal Affairs 
Welcome back, I do not have any announcements, but I am willing to take 
any questions. I encourage you to come by any time you have a questions, 
or complaints, my office is in the Westcott building, so please stop by at 
any time.  

6. New Business  
A. Bobby Whitehead, Assistant Director of Student Council  

Updates to the Student Code of Conduct, a lot has been changed, but the 
two major changes are made to stay in compliance with the Board of 
Regents, they have a new weapons policy, which has changed to stay 
correlated with the HB280 campus carry bill, which states that you can 
have a gun on campus. The second update is, much larger in scale; again 
this is to keep us in compliance with the Board of Regents. This change 
will merge what use to be two separate processes for regular student 
misconduct and student sexual misconduct. This change will merge them 
into one adjudication process. They will be investigated separately, but 
they will be adjudicated together.  
Motion: Laura Alton, Senator for the School of Business, moves to 
approve the updates to the Student Code of Conduct. Seconded by 
Christopher Zayos-Mendoza, Senator of Health Professions.  

Motion Carried, Approved 100% 
B. Committee Appointment 

Motion: Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to 
approve Traffic and Appeals Committee appointment. Seconded 
by Oliva Mornoes, Senator at Large and Parliamentarian. 
Motion Carried, Approved 100%. 
Traffic Appeals Committee Members:  
Autumn Hooton, Asmara Holmes, Donnique Campbell, Shanekia 
Gayle, Carolina Gomez  

 
Motion: Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to 
approve Faculty Resources Committee. Seconded by Oliva 
Mornoes, Senator at large and Parliamentarian.  
Motion Carried, Approved 100% 
Faculty Resource Committee Members:  
Laura Alton, Marlen Hernandez Garcia 

 
Motion: Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to 
approve Academic Programs Committee. Seconded by Awaz 
Yaseen, Senator of Student Support Services.  
Motion Carried, Approved 100% 
Academic Programs Committee Members: 
Kellsea Jenkins, Troy Poe  
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Motion: Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to 
approve HIS Committee. Seconded by Marlen Hernandez, Garcia 
Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach. 
Motion Carried, Approved 100% 
HIS Committee Member:  
Sonia Mendoza  

 
Motion: Kellsea Jenkins, Senator of Education, moves to approve 
Social Media Committee. Seconded by Awaz Yaseen, Sentator of 
Student Support Services.  
Motion Carried, Approved 100% 
Social Media Committee Members:  
Awaz Yaseen, Diego Alvarado, Houston Lynn 

 
Motion: Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to 
approve Athletics Committee. Seconded by, Sonia Mendoza, 
Senator at Large.  
Motion Carried, Approved 100% 
Athletics Committee Members:  
Awaz Yaseen, Oliva Moronoes 
 

C. Traffic Appeals: 27 appeals were submitted and hear. Approved 17 
Denied 10 

D. Sonia Mendoza, AOll presentation: Leadership Convention 2017 
7.  Announcements  

A. Heather Williams, Assistant Director, Student Life 
a. September 1, Roadrunner Serve 
b. September 9, National Day of Service 
c. September 19, Constitution Day  

a. The Rage Rover will be driving around campus 
throughout the day with Constitutional Trivia 

b. Reading of the Constitution 3:00pm at the Bell Tower 
c. Dash for Democracy 4:00pm (1-mile fun run/walk) 
d. The Other Side of Immigration Documentary 7:30 pm 

in the auditorium 
d. Annual Leadership Conference registration opens soon!  

B. 50th anniversary celebration September 25 6:00-8:00pm 
a. Please contact Tracy May or Stephani Womack for any questions 

regarding the celebration.  
8.  Adjournment 

A. Laura Alton, Senator for the School of Business, moves to adjourn the 
meeting. Seconded by Awaz Yaseen, Senator of Student Support Services. 

B. The August 25, 2017 meeting adjourns at 10:44am. The next meeting is 
September 8, 2017 at 10:00am.  

  



 

 
Dalton State College  

Student Government Association  
September 8, 2017 

 
1. September SGA meeting called to order at 10:06 am 
2. Attendance 

Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)  
Senators:  
Christopher Zayos-Mendoza (Senator of Health Professions), Olivia Morones 
(Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of Residential 
Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Campus Recreation), Awaz Yaseen (Senator of 
Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Laura Alton 
(Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator for the School of Liberal 
Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn (Senator for STEM), 
Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for 
Hispanic & Latino  Outreach 

  
Voting Members: 
William Cline (Secular Student Alliance), Rachel Morones (Spirit Squad), 
Isabelle Arnwine Langford (Alpha Sigma Tau), Erica Wilhoit (SGAE), Laura 
Pettigrew (Psychology Club), Megan Bergeman (Psi Chi), Eduardo Meraz 
(LASO), Nkemjika Ebere (African Students Association), Daniel Satterfield 
(Environmental Club), Samantha Vazquez (SACNAS), Ian Sorrow (Dalton State 
Veterans), Clint Dodd (Dalton State Veterans), Garrett Peters(MIS_IT), Allison 
Keyes (Baptist Collegiate Ministries), Caleb Earle, Christopher Rosillo (Trew 
Friends), Colten McDaniel (Lambda Alpha Epsilon), Ellaina Johnson (Math 
Club), Rashun Mack (LEGENDS), Guadalupe Lopez (Beta Chi Nu), Jason 
Molina (Pre-Health Professionals), Eduardo Catalan (International Club), Rachel 
Williams (Alpha Omicron Pi) 

  



Guest:  
Amber Lesicko, David Lesicko, James Adams, Pat Chute, Brian Lucas  

  
3. Parliamentarian, Olivia Morones 

a. Roberts Law will be used to make sure meetings are organized and 
concise. When asking a question, please raise your plaque and you will be 
recognized y our chair. You will say your name and the organization you 
are representing so our secretary can add it to the minutes. Times for 
discussion (including funding) will have a question and answer period - 
we will ask the individual to leave the room when we have further 
discussion. This time period will be facilitated using the pro-con-pro 
method, to make sure we end our discussions on a positive note. When 
you make a motion, raise your plaque and state your name. Amendments 
always need a second. A point of information is to make sure you have the 
right information. Point of clarification is to make sure you have all the 
information needed to understand topics. Please make sure you are not 
asking for clarification on items that have already been discussed. We 
want to move forward not backwards. It is okay if you are a little lost, I 
will be going over these rules every meeting until we all get it down.  

 
4. Approval of August Minutes  

a. Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life, moves to approve August 
Minutes. Seconded by James Adams, Faculty Representative.  

5. Administrative Updates 
a. Pat Chute 

We have resembled a committee to look into an honors program, I am 
hoping that will be in effect next year. We have a new director of our 
international education committee, Dr. Fernando Garcia. We have several 
opportunities for study abroad, the first one will be in London and Paris, 
which will be a joint effort with  Biology and the School of 
Education. The next one is to Mexico with the School of Education. There 
will be a study abroad in Costa Rica, we are trying to combine as many of 
the programs as  possible, and we are trying to make them 
interdisciplinary. The other big thing that has happened is the School of 
Health Professions has opened up their simulation lab. This is a two-
million-dollar lab that will truly hold a gold star over us, and in the lab we 
have lots of dummies that do everything. We are hoping that we will 
combine that with standardized patients that will be student actors. We 
encourage you to make your way over there at some point, because it is 
truly phenomenal. We have a new dean for the C. Lamar and Ann Wright 
School of Business, Dr. Maryland Helms. We will be hosting freshman 
convocation on October 6, 2017, in the morning, location to be 
announced. We encourage everyone to come.  Feel free to stop by my 
office at any time and say hello.  

 
6. New Business  



a. Traffic Appeals  
24 appeals were submitted and heard. 15 were approved and 9 were 
denied.  

b. Molly Zhou  
The international education committee is seeking help brainstorming ideas 
on how we can get the entire school to benefit from international students, 
and studies. We are aware that not everyone can go on study abroad trips, 
so we are trying to brainstorm different ways we can still implement 
international interaction on campus. For more information, or to share 
your ideas contact me at mzhou@daltonstate.edu 

c. Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
The psychology club will be hosting Drew Applebee on October 30, 2017. 
He will be speaking on graduate school, other professional tips, and skills 
one might need in their future careers. Right now there is no set location, 
but it will be announced soon.  

7. Announcements 
a. Amber  

I. September 9, National Day of Service  
II. September 14, Find Your Fit, Find Your Future  

III. September 19, Constitution Day  
b. Pat Chute 

Please be on the look out for more information about the fruved study. We 
are a part of a consortium for this and right now we are running at the top 
of the list for having the most students who have responded to the survey. 
If you have not done this, please do. This study is a health initiative that is 
being ran out through the University System of Georgia. 

c. Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
Question asked to see if the Student Government Association Constitution 
could be changed.  

8. Adjournment  
a. Diego Alvardo, Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Sonia Mendoza, Senator at Large.  
b. The September 8, 2017 meeting adjourns at 10:35am. The next meeting is 

on September 22, 2017 at 10:00am.   
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Dalton State College  
Student Government Association  

September 22, 2017 
 
 

1. September 22 SGA meeting called to order at 10:11am 
2. Attendance  

 Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)   
Senators:   
Christopher Zayos-Mendoza (Senator of Health Professions), Olivia Morones 
(Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of Residential 
Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Campus Recreation), Awaz Yaseen (Senator of 
Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Laura Alton 
(Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator for the School of Liberal 
Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn (Senator for STEM), 
Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for 
Hispanic & Latino  Outreach) 
 
Voting Members: 
Rachel Williams (Alpha Omicron Pi), Josefine Vargas (International Club), 
William Cline (Secular Student Alliance), Isabelle Morones (Sprit Squad), Erica 
Wilhoit (SGAE), Laura Pettigrew (Psychology Club), Megan Bergeman (Psi Chi), 
Fernando Cedano (Math Club), Yazmeen Renova (LASO), Arturo Hernadez 
(ALPFA), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT), Jason Molina (Pre Health Club), Daniel 
Satterfield (Environmental Club), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Kaitlyn 
English (Beta Chi Nu), Blane Bennett (SACNAS), Katrina Autry (Dalton State 
Veterans), Clint Dodd (Dalton State Veterans), Ian Sorrow (Dalton State 
Veterans), Marcus Watson (LEGENDS), Faith McGee (Social Work Club) 
 
Guest: 
Crystal Stark, Dominik Miller, Stacie Kilgore, Dr. Margret Venable, Pat Chute, 
Jodi Johnson  
 



3. Approval of September 8 Minutes  
a. Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life, moves to approve September 8 

Minutes. Seconded by Marlen Hernadez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach).  

4. Administrative Updates 
a. Dr. Margret Venable  

I want to remind everyone that the 50th Anniversary celebration will be on 
Monday October, 25 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. There will lots of activities 
and fun for all. This is not only a big moment for our school, but you as 
well. Not many students can say they attended their schools 50th birthday 
celebration, so make sure you come join us all.  

b. Jodi Johnson 

I as well encourage everyone to come to the celebration, there will be food 
and fireworks. The fireworks will take place at the garage so make sure 
your cars are away from the Mashburn parking lot. Another announcement 
I have is that spring registration will be open on October 23, and the class 
list for the spring will be available on October 1.  

c. Pat Chute 

The study abroad fair will take place on September 27 from 10:00am 
through 3:00pm. There will be six tables available and volunteers are 
welcome. Shifts will be allotted in one hour slots. This is a big opportunity 
for the school to market our study abroad programs and a chance for 
students to express their needs or concerns with different study abroad 
programs. Our science and business school will be joining each other on a 
trip to Costa Rica. The student cost for this trip will be approximately 
$2200, UGA has a residential campus that will host all of our students 
participating in this study abroad opportunity. This location is very nice 
and safe.  

We would love for our students to start taking part in activities like these. 
For any more questions regarding study abroad please contact Dr. Garcia.   
 

5. New Business  
a. Traffic Appeals  

13 appeals were submitted and heard. 11 appeals were approved, and 2 
appeals were denied.  

b. RHA Tailgate, Crystal Stark and Dominik Miller 

On October 30, RHA will host a tailgate before the basketball game. The 
tailgate will begin at 5:00pm and end right before the start of the game at 
7:00pm. Setup will be being at 3:30pm. Individuals as well as RSOs can 
claim their spots starting at 4:15pm. For any additional questions, please 
contact Crystal Stark, Dominik Miller, or Shaneika Gayle at 
RHA@daltonstate.edu. 
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c. The October 6 meeting time, Carolina Gomez  

Due to the Freshman Convocation, we would like to propose adjusting the 
time of our SGA meeting from 10:00am to 9:00am. We want to encourage 
all to attend the convocation, and support all of the hard work that is being 
put into this event for our school.  
Laura Alton, Senator for the School of Business, moves to change the time 
from 10:00am to 9:00am. Seconded by, Autumn Hooton, Vice-President.  

d. Laura Pettigrew, Constitution question 

The Psychology Club believes that we should be able to put our name in 
the pot for funding. Article 10, section 5 talks about RSO funding and it is 
very carefully worded. I understand what it is getting to, but we believe 
that we should be able to have the opportunity to be allocated a portion of 
the $2,000 that is given to RSOs. We have completely new representation, 
and prior, we were never told about any of the guidelines that were needed 
to be followed to be able to be awarded funds.  
Christopher Mendoza, Senator of Health Professions 
We understand your concern, and we will look into what we can do 
specifically to hopefully provide help to you all. Understand that you still 
have an opportunity to receive money from SGA using an RSO request for 
funding.  
Kellsea Jenkins, Senator for the School of Education, moves to table the 
motion to the next meeting. Seconded by, Laura Alton, Senator for the 
School of Business.  
Christopher Mendoza, Senator of Health Professions 
We want to make sure everyone understands that when we table a motion 
it does not mean we are forgetting it. We are making sure we take the time 
to completely look into the specific question so we are able to provide a 
correct answer, we are not forgetting about it.  

6. Announcements 
a. Family Fall Festival, October 24, 5:00pm-8:00pm 

 
Autumn Hooton 
They would like participation from RSOs, you will be provided candy 
from cab, and it is up to you to bring an activity or a game for families, 
students, and staff. Monday I will be sending out an email to all RSO 
presidents asking whether you would like to participate or not. Please 
know that this activity will be a way for your RSO to receive points. 
Attending SGA meetings will be 20 points, and Student Life events are 20 
points as well.  

b. SGA Hurricane Relief 

We are going to be conducting monetary donations and an in-kind drive 
for all of the locations effected by the hurricanes as of lately. It will be 
called SGA Hurricane relief but we are asking for all RSOs to be active 
participants. We plan on having boxes in different locations, flyers that we 



will be handing out, and we will be having PR tables twice a week. It will 
be very helpful if you reach out to the members within your organization. 
We are still working on additional details, and all of that information will 
be provided at the next SGA meeting, or by email.  

c. Dalton State 50th Anniversary Celebration, September 25, 6:00pm-8:00pm 
d. Study Abroad Fair, September 27, 10:00am-3:00pm 
e. Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 

  The psychology club will be hosting Drew Applebee on October 30,  
      2017. He will be speaking on graduate school, other professional  
    tips, and skills one might need in their future careers. Right 
now there     is no set location, but it will be announced soon.  

f. LASO meeting September 26, 3:00pm-5:00pm Peeples 115 
g. LEGENDS meetings occur every other Thursday at 3:00pm 

7. Adjournment 
a. Diego Alvardo, Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Awaz Yaseen, Senator of Student Support Services).  
b. The September 22, 2017 meeting adjourns at 10:48am. The next meeting 

is on October 6, 2017 at 9:00am.  

  



 
Dalton State College  

Student Government Association  
October 6, 2017 

 
1. October 6 SGA meeting called to order at 9:10 am 
2. Attendance  

 Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)   
Senators:   
Christopher Zayos-Mendoza (Senator of Health Professions), Olivia Morones 
(Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of Residential 
Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Campus Recreation), Awaz Yaseen (Senator of 
Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Laura Alton 
(Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator for the School of Liberal 
Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn (Senator for STEM), 
Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for 
Hispanic & Latino  Outreach) 
 
Voting Members: 
Manuel Hernandez (International Club), Josefine Vargas (AOII), Abraham 
Adame (Respiratory Therapy Club), Carter Harbin (Campus Outreach), Nkemjika 
Ebere (African Students Association), Daniel Satterfield (Enviromental Club), 
Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Guadalupe Lopez (Beta Chi Nu), Blane 
Bennett (SACNAS), Garrett Peters (MIS-IT Club), Stevie Pjar (Psychology 
Club), Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Laura Pettigrew (Psychology Club), Allison 
Keyes (Baptist Collegiate Ministry), Faith McGee (Social Work Club), Marcus 
Watson (LEGENDS) 
Guest: 
Keitlyn English, Clint Dodd, James Adams, Heather Williams, Jon Jaudon  

3. Approval of September 8 Minutes  
a. Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life, moves to approve September 8 

Minutes. Seconded by Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large).  
4. Old Business  



a. Laura Pettigrew's amendment change is still in the process of being 
handled, we would like to table until the next meeting. We are doing this 
to allow the entire cabinet to brainstorm on a process that would hopefully 
allow you and your organization the necessitates needed.  

b. Sonia Mendoza, Senator at Large, moves to table amendment until next 
meeting. Seconded by, Laura Alton, Senator for the School of Business.  

Vote: 12:2 and 11:0 Motion Carried 
5. New Business  

a. RSO Point System  

Provided an overview of the RSO Point System and current scores for 
each organization.  

b. Traffic Appeals  

47 appeals were submitted and heard. 30 appeals are approved, 17 are 
denied.  

c. New RSO Request  
a. Campus Outreach, Carter Harbin  

We want Campus Outreach to become an open member 
organization, which will allow for all participants to feel welcomed 
into our meetings and our group as a whole. We are a Presbyterian 
based group, but we do not want any of the participants to feel as if 
they have to be of the same religion, we welcome anyone who is 
willing to learn and grow with us. We are requesting funding, 
which would cover conferences we would like to attend, 
advertising so we can get students and others that are interesting 
information, as well as money for snacks during our meetings. The 
amount we are asking for is $200.  
Matthew Presley, member of the Chemist Society I believe that 
we should be giving them less money, due to the fact that this will 
be a new RSO. They should prove to us that they will be using all 
of the money in a proper way. I recommend that we give them 
$150 instead of the $200.  
Kellsea Jenkins, Senator for the School of Education, if we do not 
give them money then they will not be able to grow. At the end of 
the day they are going to need funding regardless, we should give 
them the full $200. They have a plan on what they want to us it for, 
that already helps show that they will use the funds in a positive 
way.  
Christopher Mendoza, Senator of Health Professions, I believe 
that we should make them have a discretionary fund, where they 
will put the $50 in there to only use if they have to, which would 
still be giving them the full $200, but only allowing the use of 
$150.  



Autumn Hooton, Vice-President, once we give them the money 
they can do whatever they please with it. We cannot tell them how 
to use the money we award them; as long as they follow the rules 
that are listed.  
Awaz Yaseen, Senator of Student Services, moves to amend the 
idea of a discretionary fund. Seconded by Christopher Mendoza, 
Senator of Health Professions.  
Motion Denied 
Blane Bennett, member of SACNAS, moves to amend the amount 
from $200 to $150. John Adams, Faculty Representative, seconds 
the motion.  
 
Motion Denied.  
 
Laura Alton, Senator for the School of Business, moves to give 
the full $200 to Campus Outreach. Sonia Mendoza, Senator at 
Large, seconds the motion. 
 
Motion Approved.  
 

b. Respiratory Therapy Club, Abraham Adame 

The goal of the Respiratory Therapy Club is to bring awareness to 
students how important proper respiratory knowledge is. Due to 
the fact that we have a bunch of carpet factories in Dalton, there 
are a lot of cases where failure to receive oxygen properly, as well 
as asthma like symptoms occur due to all the fibers and debris that 
comes from the carpets. We once had this club before, but the 
founding members graduated causing the RSO to dissolve and no 
one was willing to bring it back until now.  
Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the 
creation of the Respiratory Therapy Club. Seconded by Autumn 
Hooton, Vice-President.  
Motion Approved.  

1. Announcements  
a. RoadRunner Serve: Volunteer to serve as an Usher at one of the 

home basketball games.  
b. NAMI, October 17, 3:00pm to 4:20pm  

a. Organizations can receive RSP points for attending 
c. AOII Philanthropy Event, October 21, 11:00pm to 2:00pm 
d. Drew Applebee will be speaking on October 30, at 10:50am in 

Sequoya, and 1:40pm in Sequoya.  
e. Chemist Society, Environmental Club, and SACNAS Trivia 

Night. October 19, located in Peeples 115 



f. Beta Chi Nu, Fall Break camping trip. October 13, 14, 15. The 
cost is $10, please contact jlopez2@datonstate.edu for more 
details.  

6. Adjournment 
a. Diego Alvarado, moves to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Sonia 

Mendoza, Senator at Large.  
b. The October 6 meeting adjourns at 10:01. The next meeting will take 

place October 20, at 10:00am.  
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Dalton State College   

Student Government Association   

October 20, 2017  
  
  

1. October 20 SGA meeting called to order at 10:00am  
1. Attendance   

 Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara 
Holmes (Secretary)    
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell 
(Senator of Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and 
Wellness), Awaz Yaseen (Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea 
Jenkins (Senator of Education), Laura Alton (Senator for the School of 
Business), Troy Poe (Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza 
(Senator at Large), Houston Lynn (Senator for STEM), Diego Alvarado 
(Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach) 
Voting Members:  
Rachel Williams (Alpha Omicron Pi), Laura Pettigrew (Psychology Club), 
Eduardo Meraz (LASO), Kaitlyn English (SACNAS), Matthew Presley (Chemist 
Society), Ian Sorrow (Veterans), Daniel Satterfield (Environmental Club), 
Fernando Cedano (Math Club), Ashley Parham (Baptist Collegiate Ministries), 
Keishayla McCallum (African Students’ Association), Erica Wilhoit (SGAE), 
Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Rachel Moronoes (Spirit Squad), Samuel Voegele 
(Adventist Christian Fellowship), Erika Coromina (Lambda Alpha Epsilon), 
Garrett Peters (MIS_IT), Trevor Gregory (ALPFA), Jessica Rangel (Beta Chi 
Nu) 
Guest:  
Kevin Phillips, Clint Dodd, Katrina Autry, Stacie Kilgore, James Adams, Jami 
Hall, Heather Williams, Jodi Johnson  
  

2. Approval of October 6 Minutes 



a. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to approve October 6 
Minutes. Seconded by, Oliva Moronoes, Senator at Large, and 
Parliamentarian.  

3. Old Business  
Carolina, President  
The SGA Cabinet proposes a check-list process, that will allow RSO who have 
new members that are willing to follow the rules that are listed in the 
Constitution, which will allow their organization to receive funding. The check-
list is as followed:  

• 45 Points (not received by SGA meeting attendance)  
• The RSO must have 100% attendance to all of the meetings, starting on the day 

they wish to begin the process 
• The RSO must present in front of entire SGA on why they deserved to become 

approved  
• The RSO must provide a list with all of its members names from the previous 

year, and current one.  
Once the RSO has completed the check list the entire SGA will vote on their 
approval, which will give the organization an opportunity to receive funding the 
following semester.  
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
I first would like to say that I truly appreciate that proposal, I believe that is not 
something hard to accomplish given the fact that we are an active group. But I 
will like to point out that we are wishing to receive the money this semester, we 
have a graduating seniors that will not be here next semester, which means they 
would not be able to see, and participate in the activities we have planned, which 
require funds.  
Shaneika Gayle, Senator for Student Health and Wellness  
The money in your agency account should be able to help aid the events you all 
would like to have. Is there a reason you all cannot use your agency account?  
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
We would like to donate the money in our agency account to a non-profit 
organization, we are requesting the money for the Fall Family Festival for the 
game we would like to play. The game is smash the pumpkin, so we need the 
funds to buy the pumpkins, due to the fact that we will be donating money. 
Jami Hall, Faculty Representative  
If I am understanding you correctly, you are not able to donate your funds to a 
non-profit, due to the fact that those funds are coming from student fees. We 
might want to discuss this outside of the meeting, but I would be very careful with 
what you do with the money, because you would have to reimburse the account.  
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
I will definitely look into that, I would just like to say that again, I completely 
agree with the check list process that you all presented me. I suppose you can say 
that this is selfish of me, but I am really in need of receiving the funds for the Fall 
Family Festival, we would really like to have this game.  

            Matthew Presley, Chemist Society  



I personally believe that if we allow them to get by this one time, it will open the 
doors to all future RSO’s to believe that they will be able to receive money quite 
easily even though they did not follow the rule set in the Constitution. I believe 
that we should think about the future in this situation, due to the fact that this is a 
complete Constitution change.  
Houston Lynn, Senator for STEM 
I would like to say that the Psychology club has been very involved on campus 
thus far. The do meets the requirements, or are about to that are needed to receive 
the funds based of the check list we created. I think that we should allow them to 
be an acceptation to the rule.  
Heather Williams, Faculty Representative 
I advise you to understand with the short time that we have between this meeting 
today, and the Fall Family Festival, the likely hood of you receiving the funds is 
very unlikely. You will have to be approved by SGA to receive the funds, then 
request the money, be approved again for the money, the timeline would not work 
out in your favor.  
Clint Dodd, Veterans motions to table amendment until next meeting. Kellsea 
Jenkins, Senator for the School of Education Seconds.  
Motion Denied  
Clind Dodd, Veterans  
I have a child on the way, but I would like to say this before I leave. We are all 
here for a purpose, and that is to support one another, and help this school grow. 
In situations like these we do have to look at the future, and make decisions based 
upon how it will affect SGA once we all are gone. With that being said, on behalf 
of the Veterans we are more than willing to help you all with the funds needed to 
create this event, please feel free to contact any of us and we will be more than 
willing to see what we can do to help you all.   
Heather Williams, Faculty Representative  
I believe that this should be sent to a committee to be discussed upon, they can 
discuss all of the points that were brought forth today, and find the best solution to 
this matter.  
Rachel Moronoes, Spirit Squad moves to appoint a committee to handle the 
amendment. Seconded by, Trevor Gregory, ALPHA.  
Motion Carried  
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
I understand that we have to take the future into account when making decisions 
like this, and yes I do believe I am being selfish about this matter, but I would like 
to say that I am a little hurt, and at this point worn out, due to the fact that I 
brought this up at our first meeting, and it continued to be tabled and tabled. 
Again, I agree with the check-list and process you all have created, but I still hurt 
about the fact that it has been so long to handle the situation at hand.  
The committee will include: 

• Erica Wilhoit (SGAE) 
• Carolina Gomez (President)  
• Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach)  

  



4. New Business  
a. RSO Point System  

a. Provided an overview of the RSO Point System and current scores for 
each organization.  

b. Traffic and Appeals Committee  
Asmara Holmes, Secretary  
The traffic and appeals committee did not receive all of the appeals, we 
are going to postpone our decision of approval on to a later date, when we 
have all of the appeals at once.  

c. Student Involvement  
Carolina Gomez, President  
Administrators as well as other faculty and students are beginning to see a 
change in the how many students are involved in on school activities. We 
wanted to bring this issue to SGA to see if any of you have any ideas on 
why students are not involved like they used to be, and maybe how we can 
get students input on the matter.  
Trevor Gregory, ALPHA 
I think making a Survey Monkey to send to students would be our best 
option, I also will volunteer to create the survey.  
Fernando Cedano. Math Club  
Not a lot of students check their emails, and if they do it is not on a 
consistent basis. I am not sure if sending an email out will be the most 
efficient way to get the feedback from our student body.  
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club 
I think that it is all on us. When students seeing their peer becoming so 
involved it is going to make them want to get involved as well. The more 
active we are as RSO’s it will encourage our students to become involved 
as well.  

d. Budget and Funding Approval  
Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator of Hispanic & Latino Outreach, 
moves to approve the budget and funding adjustments. Seconded by Erica 
Wilhiot, SGAE. 

5. Announcements  
a. Drew Applebee will be speaking on October 30, at 10:50 am in Sequoya, and 

1:40pm in Sequoya. Please be on the lookout for all of the flyers around campus.  
b. ALPHA, will be hosting an Aflac representative who will be discussing career 

development.  
c. MIS_IT, will be hosting an employee from SHAW who will be discussing 

interviewing, and various career types that you can find at SHAW.  
d. AOII Philanthropy Event, October 21, 11:00am to 2:00pm 
e. Freak Week, October 23-27 

a. Monday, October 23: Pumpkin Carving; Ouad 10am to 2pm 
b. Tuesday October 24: Fall Family Festival; Ouad; 5pm to 8pm 
c. Wednesday, October 25: Campus Feud + Food; 10am to 2pm 
d. Thursday, October 26: Movie Night hosted by CAB & RHA 
e. Friday, October 27: Boo Bash  



f. Homecoming, Nominations will open on October 30th. Homecoming Theme will 
be “Out of this World” – space theme.   

g. Leadership Development Focus Group, Student Life is hosting a series of focus 
groups in an effort to improve the leadership development opportunities available 
to Salton State students. Participants are encouraged to openly share their 
experiences with leadership development at Dalton state College. These focus 
groups are open to both positional and non-positional leaders. You can register to 
participate on RoadrunnerServe. Perks: Snacks/refreshments, 1-hour volunteer 
work, & a Dalton State T-shirt.  

6. Adjournment  
a. Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach moves to 

adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Sonia Mendoza, Senator at Large.  
b. The October 20 meeting adjourns at 11:30. The next meeting will take place 

November 3, at 10:00am.  



  

  
Dalton State College 

Student Government Association 

November 3, 2017    
 

1. November 3 SGA meeting called to order at 10:01 a.m. 
2. Attendance 

Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)   

            Senators:   
Christopher Zayos-Mendoza (Senator of Health Professions), Olivia Morones 
(Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of Residential 
Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Campus Recreation), Awaz Yaseen (Senator of 
Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Laura Alton 
(Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator for the School of Liberal 
Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn (Senator for STEM), 
Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for 
Hispanic & Latino  Outreach) 
Voting Representatives: 
Nkemjika Ebere (African Students’ Association), Manuel Hernandez 
(International Club), Erica Wilhoit (SGAE), Samuel Voegele (Adventist Christian 
Fellowship), Faith McGee (Social Work Club), Laura Pettigrew (Psychology 
Club), Megan Beregman (Psi Chi), Eduardo Meraz (LASO), Fernando Cedano 
(Math Club), Daniel Satterfield (Environmental Club), Samantha Vazquez 
(SACNAS), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Clint Dodd (Veterans), Trevor 
Gregory (ALPFA), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT), James Adams (Faculty Rep) 
   

3. Parliamentarian Procedure  
 Olivia Morones    
 Roberts Law will be used to make sure meeting is organized and concise. When 
asking a question please raise your plaque and you will be recognized by our 
chair. You will say your name and the organization you are representing so our 
secretary can add that to the minutes. Times for discussion or discussions for 
funding will have a question and answer period. We will ask the individual to 



leave the room when we have further discussion. This time period will be 
facilitated by the pro con pro method, to make sure we end discussions on a 
positive note. When you make a motion raise your plaque, and state your name. 
Amendments always need a second. A point of information is to make sure you 
have the right information. Point of clarification, is to make sure you have all the 
information needed to understand topics. Please make sure you are not asking 
for clarification on items that we have already discussed, we want to move 
forward not backward. It is okay if you are a little lost, I will be going over these 
rules every meeting until we all get it down.   
4. Approval of October 20 Minutes  

a. Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life, moves to approve the October 
20, Minutes. Seconded by Oliva Mornoes, Parliamentarian & Senator 
at Large.  

5. Administrative Updates 
Carolina Gomez, President 
Unfortunately, our administrators are not able to make it to our meeting today, but 
I do have a few announcements that they wanted me to share.   

  
A. Dr. Margret Venable, President  

I apologize that I am unable to attend today’s meeting, but I want to encourage all 
of you to stay focused for the second half of the semester.  

  
B. Dr. Jodi Johnson  

Registration for spring and summer is now open. If student have not contacted 
their advisors yet, they need to schedule an appointment as soon as possible. 
December graduates show have received an email telling them they can pick up 
eight admission tickets and two parking passes between now and November 10, 
between the hours of 9:00 and Noon on Friday in the enrollment services office.  

  
C. Nick Henry, Vice-President of Fiscal Affairs  

We currently have no updates on Sequoya, but we are still on schedule for 
construction to begin on Memorial in early January of 2018.  

  
6. Old Business 
A. Amendment Proposal 

Carolina, President  
 The committee we appointed to overlook the proposed amendment change 
met, and we came up with a strong proposal we would like to present to you 
all. Please keep in mind that we did not meet quorum today, meaning that we 
will not be able to vote on this update.  
 Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach 

                  The documentation you can see shows the original and the proposed changes: 
  
Original:  
Section V. Attendance & Funding   



At least one student representative from each RSO must attend a minimum of 75% 
of all SGA meetings during the current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this 
requirement the RSO will not be allowed to request money from the SGA for the 
next academic year.  
Proposed:  
Section V. Attendance & Funding   
At least one student representative from each RSO must attend a minimum of 75% 
of all SGA meetings during the current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this 
requirement, the RSO will not be allowed to request money from the SGA for the 
next academic year.   
However, RSO’s which are denied funding in the fall due to not meeting the above 
criteria can request money from the SGA via a “Request for Funding” at any point 
throughout the spring semester if they have met the following requirements during 
the fall semester:  

•  One student representative must attend all fall SGA meetings.  
• The RSO must meet a minimum of 45 points and abide by the Participation 

Policy (Section 7) in the RSO Manual.   
• A student representative must submit a roster of previous and current 

officers to Student Life.  
• One of the RSO’s officers must present a statement to the entire SGA 

explaining their case and requesting to be eligible for funding from SGA.  
 Original:  
Section I: Organizational Funding   
1. The maximum amount an organization can receive for the academic year via the 
Budget Request is $200.  If funds are appropriately depleted and if additional funds 
are available, organizations may submit a Request for Funding.    
a. The maximum an RSO can receive in Request for Funding is $2,000.  
2. Organizations must attend a minimum of 75% of the SGA meetings during the 
current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this requirement the RSO will not be 
allowed to request money from the SGA for the next academic year (this includes 
through a Budget Request or through a Request for Funding).  
Proposed:  
Section I: Organizational Funding   
1. The maximum amount an organization can receive for the academic year via the 
Budget Request is $200. If funds are appropriately depleted and if additional funds 
are available, organizations may submit a Request for Funding.   
a. The maximum an RSO can receive in Request for Funding is $2,000.   
2. Organizations must attend a minimum of 75% of the SGA meetings during the 
current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this requirement the RSO will not be 
allowed to request money from the SGA for the next academic year through a budget 
request. However, RSO’s which are denied funding in the fall due to not meeting the 
above criteria can request money from the SGA via a “Request for Funding” at any 
point throughout the spring semester if they have met the requirements listed in 
Section V.  

7. New Business  



A. RSO Point System  
B. Traffic Appeals Committee 

Asmara Holmes, Secretary  
The traffic and appeals committee approved two and denied five.  

C. Homecoming  
Carolina Gomez, President 
Homecoming nominations are now open, and we have to nominate SGA 
cabinet members to represent SGA. We will need to nominate a Queen, King, 
Princess, and Prince. Individuals are eligible for the Queen and King position 
by having a 2.75 GPA, and they must be graduating Spring 2018, or Fall 2018. 
The nominees for Queen are:  

• Oliva Moronoes  
• Awaz Yaseen  
• Marlen Hernandez Garcia  
• Carolina Gomez  
• Autumn Hooton  

Queen: Oliva Mornoes  
The King nominees are:  

• Troy Poe  
• Houston Lynn  

 
King: Troy Poe  

Members nominated for the Princess, and Prince position must have a 2.5 
GPA, and are not eligible to graduate in Spring 2018 or Fall 2018. The 
nominees for Princess are:  

• Shaneika Gayle  
• Laura Alton  

 
Princess: Shaneika Gayle  

The Princes nominee is: 
• Christopher Mendoza  

 
Prince: Christopher Mendoza  
 

8. Announcements 
A. Veterans Week  

a. Breakfast for Vets--Wednesday, November 8, at 7:30 a.m. in the lower 
level of Pope in the conference room. First come, first serve!  

b. Veterans Day Flag Ceremony—Wednesday, November 8, at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Flag Pole.  

c. Lunch for Vets—Wednesday, November 8, at 12:00 p.m.in the lower 
level of Pope.  

d. Mobile Vet Center—Thursday, November 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 

     



Clint Dodd, Veterans  
If you know anyone that is a Veteran, please encourage them to come to our 
Mobile Vet Center. There are so many Veterans out there that do not know 
their benefits, and are misinformed about they can and cannot receive. Not 
only will this help bring awareness to all of the Veterans out there, as well as 
Dalton State.  

B. Trivia Contest—November 8, at 3:00 p.m. 
C. Friendsgiving—November 17, prior to our SGA Meeting  
D. Election Day—November 7, Go out and vote!  
E. Dalton State College Trivia Contest—November 8, at 3:00 p.m. in the Pope 

Student Center  
F. Greek Life Dodgeball Tournament— November 16. Five people per team, $20 

per team. Registration deadline is on November 12.  
G. Greek Life Penny Wars—Dollars and change are accepted. All proceeds will go 

to the St. Jude’s Hospital. We encourage all RSO’s to participate, there will be a 
small trophy given to the RSO who collects the most funds. There will be a PR 
table November 14-16 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

H. Drive for Foster— November 6-20. Be on the lookout for the blue boxes that are 
places in Peeples, Westcott, Brown, and Health Professions. Please help donate!  

I. Psi Chi Toy Drive—November-December, 7. We will be accepting new toys, as 
well as monetized donations.  

J. Psychology Club Coat Drive (pending approval) — We will be having a coat 
drive to donate to troubled youth. Please be on the lookout for more information.  

K. Christopher Menodza, Senator for Health Professions  
Dalton State has officially been approved as a safe site, we have received 500 
condoms that are available at the health clinic. Out of 1,000 schools we are the 
only one to the eastern coast to receive this stature.  

9. Adjournment  
a. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by James Adams, Faculty Representative.  
b. The November 3 meeting adjourns at 10:33 a.m. The next meeting will 

take place November 17, at 10:00 a.m. 
  



  
  

Dalton State College 

Student Government Association 

November 17, 2017  
  

1. November 17 SGA meeting called to order at 10:02 a.m. 
2. Attendance 

Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)  
Senators:   

Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator 
of Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz 
Yaseen (Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of 
Education), Laura Alton (Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator 
for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn 
(Senator for STEM), Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen 
Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & Latino  Outreach) 
Voting Representatives: 
 Manuel Hernandez (International Club), Erica Wilhoit (SGAE), Samuel Voegele 
(Adventist Christian Fellowship), Meghan McCommon (Social Work Club), 
Laura Pettigrew (Psychology Club), Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Eduardo Meraz 
(LASO), Ellaina Johnson (Math Club), Daniel Satterfield (Environmental Club), 
Kaitlyn English (SACNAS), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Ian Sorron 
(Veterans), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT) 

3. Approval of October 20 Minutes  
A. Sonia Mendoza, Senator at Large moves to approve the October 20, 

Minutes. Seconded by Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life.  
4. Administrative Updates 

  
A. Nick Henry, Vice-President of Fiscal Affairs 

It is time for the annual fee increase. Lucky enough majority of the 
mandatory fees are staying the same. We will need you all to sign paper 
work following this meeting, this will allow the Board of Regents to know 
that we presented you all with these fees, and were transparent with you 



all. Many of you know that last year we had discussed the increase of our 
athletic fee, and we are going to be discussing that again. We are asking 
for another 17-dollar increase, which the Board of Regents has already 
been presented with. Dr. Venerable wanted to speak on the topic, but she 
was not able to attend the meeting today, so I am going to be Dr. 
Venerable for this next announcement. When we announced the increase 
last year for the athletic fee myself as well as the Board of Regents 
decided to go along and create a two-year plan. Each year the institution 
will increase our athletic fee by 17 dollars. We implemented that fee 
increase during this academic school year, and the next increase will 
happen in the fall.  Again to add on to what Dr. Venerable is saying is that 
this is one of the steps we have to take to make sure that our school is still 
growing. We will still need to put this to a vote, so please vote as you 
wish, and when you sign the papers at the end make sure that you are 
stating which way you voted next to where you sign your name. This will 
help with all of the numbers on our end. Thank you.  
Deigo Alvarado, Senator of Student Life moves to vote on the fee increase. 
Seconded by Autumn Hooton, Vice-President. 
Motion Approved  

B. Jodi Johnson, Vice-President of Student Affairs & Enrollment Management  
If you have not yet you need to register for your spring and summer 
classes. For students graduating in December, you need to go pick up your 
tickets and parking passes. Your guest will not be able to park unless they 
have these passes, so it is very important that you all go and get them. I 
want to wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving, make sure you get some rest 
so you can come back and conquer your finals.  
Jami Hall, Dean of Students 
I just want to add one more thing, make sure you all are applying for 
scholarships. You all should have receive an email with a link and 
instruction on what you all need to do to apply, so please make sure you 
do that.  

C. Dr. Chute, Vice-President of Academic Affairs  
Course evaluations are presently being distributed online. Students should 
have received a link to the evaluations for the courses in which they are 
enrolled. It is very important that students complete these evaluations as 
well as the ones for advising. If there are any questions or students have 
not received the link they should contact Pat Horton at 
phorton@daltonstate.edu thank you.  

  
5. Old Business 
A. Amendment Proposal 

Carolina, President  
The committee we appointed to overlook the proposed amendment change 
met, and we came up with a strong proposal we would like to present to you 
all. Please keep in mind that we did not meet quorum today, meaning that we 
will not be able to vote on this update.  

mailto:phorton@daltonstate.edu


 Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach 
                  The documentation you can see shows the original and the proposed changes: 
                Original:  
Section V. Attendance & Funding   
At least one student representative from each RSO must attend a minimum of 75% 
of all SGA meetings during the current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this 
requirement the RSO will not be allowed to request money from the SGA for the 
next academic year.  
Proposed:  
Section V. Attendance & Funding   
At least one student representative from each RSO must attend a minimum of 75% 
of all SGA meetings during the current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this 
requirement, the RSO will not be allowed to request money from the SGA for the 
next academic year.   
However, RSO’s which are denied funding in the fall due to not meeting the above 
criteria can request money from the SGA via a “Request for Funding” at any point 
throughout the spring semester if they have met the following requirements during 
the fall semester:  

• One student representative must attend all fall SGA meetings.  
• The RSO must meet a minimum of 45 points and abide by the Participation 

Policy (Section 7) in the RSO Manual.   
• A student representative must submit a roster of previous and current 

officers to Student Life.  
• One of the RSO’s officers must present a statement to the entire SGA 

explaining their case and requesting to be eligible for funding from SGA.  
 Original:  
Section I: Organizational Funding   
1. The maximum amount an organization can receive for the academic year via the 
Budget Request is $200.  If funds are appropriately depleted and if additional funds 
are available, organizations may submit a Request for Funding.    
a. The maximum an RSO can receive in Request for Funding is $2,000.  
2. Organizations must attend a minimum of 75% of the SGA meetings during the 
current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this requirement the RSO will not be 
allowed to request money from the SGA for the next academic year (this includes 
through a Budget Request or through a Request for Funding).  
Proposed:  
Section I: Organizational Funding   
1. The maximum amount an organization can receive for the academic year via the 
Budget Request is $200. If funds are appropriately depleted and if additional funds 
are available, organizations may submit a Request for Funding.   
a. The maximum an RSO can receive in Request for Funding is $2,000.   
2. Organizations must attend a minimum of 75% of the SGA meetings during the 
current academic year. If an RSO fails to meet this requirement the RSO will not be 
allowed to request money from the SGA for the next academic year through a budget 
request. However, RSO’s which are denied funding in the fall due to not meeting the 



above criteria can request money from the SGA via a “Request for Funding” at any 
point throughout the spring semester if they have met the requirements listed in 
Section V.  
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life motions to vote on the Constitution proposal. 
Seconded by, Shaneika Gayle Senator of Health and Wellness.  
Motion Approved.  

6. New Business  
A. RSO Point System  
B. Traffic Appeals Committee 

Asmara Holmes, Secretary  
The traffic and appeals committee approved eight and denied eleven.  

C. Statues  
Carolina Gomez, President 
Thank you to everyone that has been participating in the process of 
rewriting our school statues. We wanted to open the floor to anyone 
who had questions that would like to ask about this process or 
anything they would like to share.  

7. Announcement 
A. Christmas Parade – December 7, SGA will have a float and we 

encourage all to join us in this community affair. The theme is Jingle 
Bells, so make sure you bring your own bells. We will be asking for candy 
donations; we are not able to throw the candy off the float but we can hand 
it out to everyone.  

B. Friendsgivng – Friendsgiving will take place after this meeting, at the 
upper level of pope. Please remember you will be receiving points for 
attending, it will also be a great time for us to all join as one, so we hope 
to see you there.  

C. Christmas Sweaters for the next meeting  
D. Be Thankful & Give Back –  

i. Salvation Army Bell Ringing, December 1, 2017 2 hour shifts 
9:00am to 9:00pm  

ii. Chattanooga Zoo Holiday Lights Event, December 8, 2017 
4:00pm to 9:00pm 

iii. Sharing is Caring Christmas Store, December 16, 2017 
8:30 am to 12:30 pm  

iv. Be a Secret Santa to a child in Foster Care, Items due by 
Friday, December 8th- Contact hwilliams@daltonstate.edu for a 
shopping list or additional info.  

E. Psychology Club Coat Drive  
F. Snack-a-frenia – Psychology club will be giving out snacks during finals 

week 
G. Therapy Dogs  

 
8. Adjournment  

A. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 
Seconded by Sonia Mendoza, Senator at Large.  

mailto:hwilliams@daltonstate.edu


B. The November 17 meeting adjourns at 10:33 a.m. The next meeting will 
take place December 1, at 10:00 a.m. 

  



 
Dalton State College 

Student Government Association  
December 1, 2017 

  
1. December 1st SGA meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
2. Attendance 

Executive Board: 
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary) 
  
Senators: 
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator 
of Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz 
Yaseen (Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of 
Education), Laura Alton (Senator for the School of Business), Troy Poe (Senator 
for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Houston Lynn 
(Senator for STEM), Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen 
Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach) 
 Voting Representatives: 
Marcus Watson (LEGENDS), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT Club), Erica Wilhoit 
(SGAE), Samuel Vogele (Adventist Christian Fellowship), Guadalupe Lopez 
(Beta Chi Nu), Megan Bergeman (Psi Chi), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), 
Faith McGee (Social Work), Elaina Johnson (Math Club), Brook Champion 
(BCM), Laurabeth Pettigrew (Psychology Club), James Adams (Faculty 
Representative)  

  
3. James Adams, Faculty Representative, moves to approve April minutes. 

Seconded by Olivia Morones, Senator at Large and Parliamentarian. 
  

4. Administrative Updates 
  

A. Dr. Margaret Venable, President 
Everyone stay motivated, you all are almost there. Make sure you finish strong 
and have a wonderful break.                                                                              

B. Dr. Jodi Johnson, Vice-President for Student Affairs 



I am going to piggyback off of what Dr. Venable said make sure you all are 
staying focused and finishing the semester off strong.  

5.  New Business 
a. Committee Updates 
b. Traffic Appeals Committee 

                        Six Appeals were denied, and four were approved 
6. Announcements 
A. Homecoming—Mark your calendars, Homecoming week will start Monday 

January 22. Please keep your eyes out for the full schedule for daily events.  
7. Adjournment  

Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, motions to adjourn December 1 meeting. 
Seconded by James Adams, Faculty Representative.  
            The December 1, 2017 SGA meeting adjourns at 10:07 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalton State College 
Student Government Association 

January 19, 2017 
 
 

1. January 19 SGA meeting called to order at 10:06 a.m. 
2. Attendance 

Executive Board:  
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)   
 
Senators:   
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Troy Poe 
(Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego 
Alvarado (Senator for Student Life) 
 
Voting Representatives: 
 Kevin Phillips (Math Club), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Kaitlyn English (Beta 
Chi Nu), Manuel Hernandez (International Club), Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Clint Dodd 
(Veterans), Laura Pettigrew (Psychology Club), James Adams (Faculty Representative), 
Ana Mendez (Social Work Club), Marcus Watson (LEGENDS)  
 
Guest:  
Tregory McNair, Madi Lea, Katrina Autry, Nicholas Deslattes, Dr. Margret Venable, 
Jodi Johnson, Amber Lesicko, Jami Hall, Heather Williams 

3. Approval of December 2 Minutes  
A. Autumn Hooton, Vice-President moves to approve the December 2 

minutes. Seconded by, James Adams, Faculty Representative.  
B.   100% Approved  

4. Administrative Updates 
 
 
 



A. Dr. Venable, President 
I am glad to see all of you back and I hope you all enjoyed you long break. I just want to 
take this time to explain to you all on the decision making process for snow days. The 
decision is a group decision, which is also made with the Chief of Police. We have to 
take caution so we can guarantee the safety of our students. Remember our institution is 
filled with a lot of commuters and we do not want to risk their safety. Please use your 
best caution with the rest of this winter, and make sure we all are working together to 
make sure this semester goes by smoothly.  
 

B. Jodi Johnson, Vice-President of Student Affairs & Enrollment 
Management  

I would like to second what Dr. Venable said. I would also like to add that we are going 
to be extending the schedule adjustment deadlines, due to the missed days we have 
encountered. Please try to get all schedule adjustments finalized by Monday so we can 
get back on track. Finally, make sure you all are there for the Bonfire on Wednesday 
night I am super excited for this. It will be an actual bonfire, meaning no fire pit!  

5. New Business  
A. RSO Point System  
B. Traffic Appeals Committee 

Asmara Holmes, Secretary and Traffic Appeals Committee Chair 
The traffic and appeals committee approved two and denied four.   

C. New RSO Request  
Sigma Tau Delta, Madi Lea 
 Sigma Tau Delta is a National English Society. There is no need to be an English 
member to join, applicants must have a 3.0 GPA and have taken two English courses that 
are above the English core. There is a one-time fee of $40, and this will allow you to be a 
member for life. We would like to hold different events on campus that introduce 
students to the fun side of English. We would also like to restart Tributaries which will 
house poems, artwork, and short stories. All of the pieces of work publish will also have 
the chance to be published in the Sigma Tau Delta Exemplar, so not only will this bring 
recognition to the individuals, but to our school as well. Being a part of this society will 
allow students to gain chances of obtaining scholarships and   internships.  We would like 
to hold an induction ceremony, where students can invite family and friends to share the 
moment with them. Finally, there will be a conference held in Cincinnati, March 21-24 
which will be another opportunity for students to meet others apart of this society, as well 
as hearing phenomenal speakers.  
Carolina Gomez, President  
Due to the fact that we did not meet quorum this meeting we will need to table the vote 
until next meeting.  
Diego Alvardo, Senator for Student Life moves to table vote due to not meeting quorum. 
Seconded by Oliva Morones, Senator at Large.  
 

6. Announcements 
A. Scholarships- extended to Friday, January 26.  
B. Homecoming-  

Monday: Hoco Cocoa- Meet the Homecoming Court 2-4p.m 



Tuesday: Launch Party 2-4p.m  
Wednesday: Pep Rally 7p.m  
Thursday: Can Structure 3-4:30p.m  
                  Basketball game vs. Bethel University 7:30p.m  
Friday: Service Project, time TBA  
Saturday: Alumni & Friend Tailgate 2:30p.m  
                 Basketball game vs. Martin Methodist 4:00p.m  
                 Homecoming Bash 9-1a.m, Tickets are $10 for students 

C. Counseling- Counseling is open for all students. Services offered include 
but are not limited to: Group therapy, and mental services, problem 
solving, and short time support. Walk-ins are welcome for the first 
appointment.  

D. Veterans Counselor- There will be a counselor available for all veterans. 
He will be here every other Wednesday on campus to help. Check out the 
stall wall or E-Beep for more information on scheduling an appointment.  

E. Spring Break- Alternative Spring Break trip applications are open.  
F. Chemist Society- ACS webinars every Thursday at 2:00p.m  

 
7. Adjournment  

A. Autumn Hooton, Vice-President, moves to adjourn the meeting. Seconded 
by James Adams, Faculty Representative.  

B. The January 19 meeting adjourns at 10:47 a.m. The next meeting will take 
place February 2 , at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dalton State College 
Student Government Association 

February 2, 2017 
  
  

1. February 2 SGA meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m.  
2. Attendance  

Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)    
  
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Troy Poe 
(Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego 
Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach)   
  
Voting Representatives:  
Destiny Cooper (Respiratory Club), Sarah Faulkenberry (Social Work Club), Blane 
Bennett (Trew Friends), Brittany Jensen (Environmental Club), Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), 
Laurabeth Pertigrew (Psychology Club), Garrett Petters (MIS_IT), James Adams 
(Faculty Representative), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Fernando Cedano (Math 
Club), Samuel Voegele (Adventist Christian Fellowship), Allison Keyes (Baptist College 
Ministries), Josefine Vargas (Alpha Omicron Pi), Manuel Hernandez (International 
Club)  
  
Guest:   
Katrina Autry, Stacie Kilgore, Manases Joga, MaryRuth Trusty, Leah Regeski, Samuel 
Perry, Madi Lea, Amber Lesicko, Jami Hall, Rin Pell  

3. Approval of January 19 Minutes   
A. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the January 

19 minutes. Seconded by, James Adams, Faculty Representative.   



B. 100% Approved   
4. Administrative Updates  

  
         Dr. Venable, President  
Please be patient with us on the construction challenges. Some of the fencing was not 
where we expected it to be, so we are working quickly to create safe and workable 
solutions. Please remember this is also temporary, so bear with us because we hope the 
final renovated and expanded building will be worth all of the disruption.   

5. Old Business   
A. New RSO Request   

Sigma Tau Delta, Madi Lea & Samuel Perry   
Sigma Tau Delta is a National English Society. There is no need to be an English 
member to join, applicants must have a 3.0 GPA and have taken two English courses that 
are above the English core. There is a one-time fee of $40, and this will allow you to be a 
member for life. We would like to hold different events on campus that introduce 
students to the fun side of English. We would also like to restart Tributaries which will 
house poems, artwork, and short stories. All of the pieces of work publish will also have 
the chance to be published in the Sigma Tau Delta Exemplar, so not only will this bring 
recognition to the individuals, but to our school as well. Being a part of this society will 
allow students to gain chances of obtaining scholarships and   internships.  We would like 
to hold an induction ceremony, where students can invite family and friends to share the 
moment with them. Finally, there will be a conference held in Cincinnati, March 21-24 
which will be another opportunity for students to meet others apart of this society, as well 
as hearing phenomenal speakers.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the RSO Request. Seconded 
by, James Adams, Faculty Representative.   
100% Approved  
Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the budget request. Seconded 
by Oliva Mornoes, Senator at Large.  
100% Approved   

6. New Business   
A. RSO Point System   
B. Traffic Appeals Committee  

Asmara Holmes, Secretary and Traffic Appeals Committee Chair  
There were 18 appeals in total. 11 were approved, and 7 were denied.   
  

C. New RSO Request   
Ornithology Club, Rin Pell   
We would like to bring an ornithology club to Dalton State to bring together students 
who enjoy the activities of bird watching. Bird watching is one of the biggest hobbies in 
the world and we would love to bring it to Dalton State. The club will be a 
part of eBird club which brings all bird watchers together. Joining this will be free so we 
will not be asking for any funds. We just want our participants to further their knowledge 
on proper technique and equipment.   
Autumn Hooton, Vice-President moves to approve the RSO request. Seconded by, Diego 
Alvarado, Senator for Student Life.   



100% Approved   
D. Request for Funding  

Autumn Hooton, APCA (Association for the Promotion of Campus Activities)   
Being involved in so many campus activities truly brings me joy. Due to the fact that my 
involvement makes me happy I would love to turn it into a career, meaning what Amber 
and Jami do for our school. The APCA (Association for the Promotion of Campus 
Activities) is hosting a conference in Orlando, Florida. I have applied to be an intern 
during the conference, and I have unofficially heard that I already got the internship. The 
conference falls on February 21-25, but I would have to get there the night before 
because there is a mandatory orientation at 9:00am on the 21st. Now for the reason that I 
am up here, funding. It would approximately be $263 for a round trip ticket from 
Chattanooga to Orlando. For the hotel it would be $175 a night meaning all together for 
the hotel I am estimating $875. In total I am requesting $1000.   
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club  
First, I want to say congratulations, that’s amazing! My question is how much money do 
we have in the pot to give.   
Carolina Gomez, President   
Due to the fact that we just gave Sigma Tau Delta $200. We now have $4,600 available 
to give.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the request for funding. 
Seconded by, James Adams, Faculty Representative.   
  
  

7. Announcements  
A. Psychology Club, will be supplying hot chocolate in front of Pope the week of 

February 5th. There will also be a forum on Bill C14. Jordan Peterson will be 
coming from Ontario to speak to us, please come out it should be a great 
presentation.   

B. International Club, February 15, at 7:00-9:00p.m we will be hosting a Chinese 
New Year celebration. The location is TBA, but please look for further 
announcements.   

C. LEGENDS, on March 17, we will be having a community to college event for 
high school students at the Mack Gaston Community Center. This event will be 
mainly for 11 and 12th graders, due to the fact that Dalton State will have financial 
aid, and other admission representatives available to answer any questions. Lunch 
will be served to participants.   

D. Chemist Society, February 7, all day we will be hosting pin the element on the 
periodic table.   

E. Tacos with Tutors, Tuesday 11:30am in Eddie Miller Room   
F. Black Panther, RHA and CAB will be hosting a movie night February 16, tickets 

will be $5 but are limited. Time will be announced on a later date.   
  

8. Adjournment   
A. Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach  
B. The February 2 meeting adjourns at 10:28 a.m.   



C. The next SGA meeting is scheduled on February 16 at 10:00 a.m. in Health 
Professions 107.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dalton State College 

Student Government Association 
February 16, 2017 

  
  

1. February 16 SGA meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m.  
2. Attendance  

Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President)   
  
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Troy Poe 
(Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego 
Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach), Laura Alton (Senator of the Wright School of Business)  
  
Voting Representatives:  
Nkemjika Ebere (African Students’ Association), Caleb Baker (Environmental Club), 
Blane Bennett (SACNAS), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Maria Sanchez 
(ALPFA), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT), Fernando Cedano (Math Club), James Adams 
(Faculty Representative), Madi Lee (Sigma Tau Delta), Dr. Christian Griggs (Faculty 
Representative), Brittany Jensen (Ornithology Club) , Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Scott 
Beck (Psychology Club), Guadalupe Lopez (Beta Chi Nu), Linda Cantrell (International 
Club)  
   
Guest:   
Kedarian Pender, Amber Lesicko, Heather Williams, Aaliyah Montague-Bass, 
Hajeen Mustafa   

3. Approval of February 2 Minutes   
A. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the February 

2 minutes. Seconded by, Oliva Morones, Senator at Large.   
100% Approved   



4. Administrative Updates  
Pat Chute, Vice President of Academic Affairs  
I would like everyone to know that the student scholarship showcase will be held on 
April 20th.   
  
Jon Jaudon, Athletic Director   
I would like to invite everyone to the last home game on Saturday, February 17 at 
4:00p.m. We will be recognizing our senior players and that will begin at 3:50.   
  

5. New Business   
A. RSO Point System   
B. Traffic Appeals Committee  

Shaneika Gayle, Senator for Health and Wellness   
The traffic appeals committee reviewed 20 appeals, and approved six and denied 14.    

C. SGA Election Timeline,   
We will be beginning the election process and we would like to give you a timeline on 
how the process will look. Nominations open on February 19th and they will close on 
March 5th. Candidates will be announced on March 19th and campaigning will begin on 
March 21st. Voting will open on March 26th, during that time we will host a Meet the 
Candidates event, which will be held on March 28th. Voting will close on April 6th, and 
winners will be announced on the 9th of April. ALL elected SGA officers will be required 
to attend the April 27th SGA meeting.   

D. Budget Request  
For all RSOs that are planning on requesting funding for the next school year, budget 
request is open until March 30.  

E. Request for Funding,   
Aaliyah Montague-Bass,   
I am hoping to attend a conference called IMAGINE. I will be representing the school as 
well as I will be paired with a mentor. The round trip ticket for the plane is $259. The 
hotel is $346, and the taxi from the airport to the hotel will be $76, and the final expense 
will be parking which is $24. Making the total amount $705. By attending 
this conference, I will be able to help find ways to better the Birdfeeder, so that all 
students on campus can better use this resource.   
Scott Beck, Psychology Club  
What do you plan to do with this feedback?   
  
Aaliyah Montague-Bass,   
I would love to come back with way to get fresh fruits and vegetables.   
  
Diego Alvarado moves to approve the request for funding. Seconded by Marlen 
Hernandez.   
  
Approved, 98%  
  

F. New Meeting Dates,   



We are going to be voting on how many times a month we want to have SGA meetings 
next year. It will either change to once a month or continue to be twice a month.   
  
Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to vote on meeting schedule. Seconded 
by James Adams, Faculty Representative.   
  
Once a month: 30/40: 75%  
Twice a month: 10/40: 25%  
  
We will have SGA meetings once a month next year.   
  

6. Announcements  
A. CAB—CAB is in need of volunteers to join the street team! We will work around 

your schedule! If you are interested please email (Breonna Brown) by February, 
28. There will be an information session on March 7.   

B. Heather Williams—There is going to be a Hunger Banquet on Wednesday, 
February 21 at 7:00p.m. in Brown 105. This is a food insecurity simulation with 
limited seating. Stop by the Dean of Students office to reserve your spot in 
advance.   

C. International Club – There will be a Chinese New Year event on February 28 in 
Brown 105 from 5:00pm-7:00p.m. Free to the Dalton State community.   

  
7. Adjournment   
A. Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach  
B. The February 16 meeting adjourns at 10:38 a.m. The next meeting will take place 

March 2, at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalton State College 
Student Government Association 

March 2, 2017 
 

  
1. March 2 SGA meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m.  
2. Attendance  

Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)   
  
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Troy Poe 
(Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego 
Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach), Laura Alton (Senator of the Wright School of Business)   
  
Voting Representatives:  
Fernando Cedano (Math Club), Samuel Voegele (Adventist Christian 
Fellowship),  Rachel Williams (Chemist Society), Kristen Price (Beta Chi Nu), Christian 
Griggs (Faculty Representative), Josefine Vargas (Alpha Omicron Pi), Destiny Cooper 
(Respiratory Club), James Adams (Faculty Representative), Ana Mendez (Social Work 
Club), Sharon Maldonado (SACNAS), Eduardo Meraz (LASO), Eduardo Meraz 
(International Club), Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Scott Beck (Psychology Club), Garrett 
Peters (MIS_IT), Caleb Baker (Environmental Club), Marcus Watson (LEGENDS), 
Ashley Parham (Baptist Collegiate Ministries), Clint Dodd (Veterans)   
Guest:   
Mathew Presley, Colby Cochran, Guadalupe Lopez, Samantha Vazquez, Laura Pettigrew, 
Jodi Johnson, David Lesicko, Margret Venable, Amber Lesicko, Jami Hall, Mariela 
Vazquez, Logan Strunk, Logan Huggins,  
  



3. Parliamentarian Procedure  
A. Roberts Law will be used to make sure meetings are organized and concise. When 

asking a question, please raise your plaque and you will be recognized by our 
chair. You will say your name and the organization you are representing so our 
secretary can add it to the minutes. Times for discussion (including funding) will 
have a question and answer period - we will ask the individual to leave the room 
when we have further discussion. This time period will be facilitated using the 
pro-con-pro method, to make sure we end our discussions on a positive note. 
When you make a motion, raise your plaque and state your name. Amendments 
always need a second. A point of information is to make sure you have the right 
information. Point of clarification is to make sure you have all the information 
needed to understand topics. Please make sure you are not asking for clarification 
on items that have already been discussed. We want to move forward not 
backwards. It is okay if you are a little lost, I will be going over these rules every 
meeting until we all get it down.  

4. Approval of February 16 Minutes   
A. Laura Alton, Senator of the Wright School of Business, moves to amend her name 

in the minutes to present.   
B. Janeli Becerra, voting representative for Psi Chi, moves to amend her name in the 

minutes to present.   
C. Laurabeth Pettigrew, member of Psychology Club moves to amend Scott Beck as 

voting representative in the minutes.   
D. Kristen Price, voting representative for Beta Chi Nu moves to 

amends Guadalupe Lopez as present.   
E. Autumn Hooton, Vice-President moves to amend the International club 

announcement from Dalton Community to Dalton State Community.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life, moves to approve the minutes as amended. 
Seconded by, Oliva Morones, Senator at Large and Parliamentarian.  
100% Approved     

5. Administrative Updates  
A. Dr. Margret Venable, President   

I would just like to remind you all that Spring Break is just the middle it is not the end. 
Meaning please continue to work hard throughout this semester. I also would like to say 
have a great and safe Spring Break.   
   

B. Jodi Johnson, Vice-President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management  

Fall registration will be open after spring break. Please begin to think about making 
appointment to meet with advisors to make sure you get into all the classes that you need 
for the next semester.   
  
  

C. David Lesicko,   
I would like to inform you all the OCIS help desk is downstairs in lower Pope. It is 
located right next to the campus services office.   

6. New Business   



A. RSO Point System   
B. Traffic Appeals Committee  

Asmara Holmes, Secretary   
The traffic appeals committee approved 13 and denied 11.    

C. CARE Team, Jami Hall    
I am here to explain to you all the services of the Dalton State CARE Team. CARE Team 
stands for: The Campus Assessment, Response, and Evaluation Team. The CARE Team 
was established to assist in addressing situations where students, faculty, staff, or others 
are displaying dangerous, disruptive, threatening, or concerning behaviors that potentially 
impede their own or others’ ability to function successfully or safely within the college 
environment. This committee will investigate referrals, link at-risk individuals with 
campus and community resources for support, develop protocols for the protection and 
safety of the campus community, and educate the campus community on topics relevant 
to responding to incidents of a critical nature. Individuals working on the CARE Team 
are comprised of Dean of Students, Disability Support, Counseling, Conduct, Residential 
Life, Public Safety, and Faculty Representation – Other Campus Partners are called on an 
“as needed” basis.   

D. Request for Funding  
Marlen Hernandez, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach,  
Before we begin the request for funding presentations, I would like to speak on behalf of 
the Budget and Fee committee. We would like all of you to know that we took everything 
into account with our suggestions. We looked at what conferences had students 
presenting, the amount of students attending, benefits these conferences will bring for 
students, but also the school, and finally we wanted all of the out of pocket cost to be 
somewhat in the same range.   

A. Dalton State Tutors, Colby Cochran   
Dalton State Tutors would like to attend the National Tutoring Association conference, in 
Tampa Florida. This conference will be held on the third week of April, and nine Dalton 
State Tutors are planned to attend. Eight out the nine attending will be returning next 
semester. Attending this conference will allow us to obtain more knowledge, that will 
overall help Dalton State Students. The amount we are requesting is $2,000.   
Marlen Hernandez, Senator of Hispanic & Latino Outreach   
On behalf of the budget and fee committee we suggest that we allocated $1,800 to Dalton 
State Tutors, which will leave them $122 to pay out of pocket.   
Marlen Hernandez, Senator of Hispanic & Latino Outreach moves to amend the 
requested amount from $2,000 to $1,800. Seconded by, Diego Alvarado, Senator of 
Student Life.   
Approved   
Marlen Hernandez, Senator of Hispanic & Latino Outreach move to award Dalton State 
Tutors $1,800. Seconded by, Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student life.   
Approved 94%  

B. Chemist Society, Mathew Presley  
The Chemist Society will be attending that American Chemist Society National 
Conference in New Orleans during the end of March. At this conference we will be 
discussing research, as well as presenting it. This will benefit us as students by allow us 
to communicate with chemist, network, and allow us to show that even though Dalton 



State is a small school we are still able to receive the opportunities to attend conferences 
like these. There will be nine students attending, and the full amount we are requesting is 
$1,385.04.   
Laurabeth Pettigrew, moves to amend the amount to $650. Seconded by, Laura Alton, 
Senator of the Wright School of Business.   
Motion to amend amount to $650 denied.   
Marlen Hernandez, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach,   
The budget and fee committee suggest $400. That will leave the individuals attending the 
conference responsible for $110.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life, moves to amend the amount to $400. Seconded 
by, Oliva Morones, Senator at Large and Parliamentarian.   
Motion Approved to allocated $400.  

C. Beta Chi Nu, Gutalupe Lopez & Samantha Vasquez  
We would like to attend the Association of Southeastern Biologist. Being able to attend 
this conference will allow us to expand our knowledge within the field of biology, as well 
as grant us opportunities to network. 10 students will be attending. We were able to 
receive $1,800 from academic affairs but are requesting $1,400 from you all today. We 
have six students presenting at the conference on different research that has been 
conducted.   
Marlen Hernandez, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach  
The budget and fee committee suggest that we allocated $900 to Beta Chi Nu. The 
individuals attend will be responsible for $128.   
Marlen Hernandez, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach, moves to allocate Beta Chi 
Nu $900. Seconded by, Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life.   
Approved 100%  

7. Announcements  
A. Student Leadership Awards—Nominations open until March 23. Nominators 

will need a Gmail account to submit nominations. The award ceremony will be 
held on April 19 at the Dalton Country Club.   

B. Constitution Adjustments—Any changes to the constitution must be submitted 
by March 23 to Carolina Gomez.   

C. Counseling Center—Counseling will be holding a forum after spring break. This 
forum will allow students to come together due to the recent events that have 
taken place.    

D. Beta Chi Nu—On March 9, we will be having a hike on the Raisen Wood trail. 
We will be leaving at 2:00pm from Peeples Hall.   

E. Math Club—Alliant health plans will be coming to talk to talk to students about 
internships on March 21.   

F. LASO—LASO will be holding a Chips, Dip, & Talk event on March 6 from 
3:00pm-4:00pm. We will be talking about DACA, all Dalton State Students are 
welcome to attend.   

G. Autism Support Group—We will be holding meetings every second Thursday 
of the month, from 5:45-7:00pm.   

H. LEGENDS—On March 17 we will be holding a college fair for eighth graders 
and high school students. It will be held at the Mack Gaston community center 
from 8a.m-12p.m. The application fee will be waved that day.   



8. Adjournment   
A. Laura Alton, Senator of the Wright School of Business, moves to adjourn the 

meeting. Seconded by Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino 
Outreach  

B. The March 2 meeting adjourns at 11:27 a.m. The next meeting will take place 
March 30, at 10:00 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalton State College 
Student Government Association 

March 30, 2017 
 

  
1. March 30 SGA meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m.  
2. Attendance  

Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)    
  
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Troy Poe 
(Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego 
Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach)   
  
Voting Representatives:  
Nkemjika Ebere (African Students’ Association), Ana Mendez (Social Work Club), Scott 
Beck (Psychology Club), Rashun Mack (LEGENDS), Martin Alvarado (Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries), Kaitlyn English (Chemist Society), Cameron Lynch (Alpha Sigma 
Tau) Samuel Voegele (Adventist Christian Fellowship), Fernando Cedano (Math 
Club), Josefine Vargas (ALPFA), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT), Manases Joga (Veterans), 
James Adams (Faculty Representative)   
Guest:   
Laura Pettigrew, Cheryl Owens, Terry Bailey, Maria Sanchez, Logan Huggins, Dr. 
Margret Venable, Michael Masters, Jami Hall, Amber Lesciko, MaryRuth Trusty  

3. Approval of March 2 Minutes   
A. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the March 2 minutes. 

Seconded by, James Adams, Faculty Representative.   
B. 100% Approved   



4. Administrative Updates  
  
         Dr. Venable, President  
                      On April 26, at 3:30pm we will be holding a celebration at the bell tower 
to        recognize the amazing honor our school has just received. We are the first 
Hispanic Serving Institution in the state of Georgia.             
               Dr. Jodi Johnson   
                      Please remember that fall registration is now open. If you have not yet seen 
your      advisor, make sure you stop by   

5. New Business   
A. RSO Point System   
B. Traffic Appeals Committee  

Asmara Holmes, Secretary and Traffic Appeals Committee Chair  
The traffic appeals committee approved two and denied seventeen.   

C. Public Safety  
Laura Alton, Senator of the Wright School of Business  
What specifically are our safety plans, and is there any way we can make the student 
body more aware of them?   
Elicia Walker, Public Safety   
We are working with the Leadership Excellence group formed by Dr. Venable to create 
posters with information about active shooter and weather procedures. We are holding 
different events with our schools CARE team, which are available to students, but we 
lack attendance.   
Laurabeth Pettigrew, Psychology Club  
One suggestion that I do have is the creation of a committee of students and other faculty 
and staff. This will allow us all to brainstorm ideas to better advertise all of the amazing 
opportunity’s you are granting to students for their own safety. And as student leaders in 
this room we have to make sure that we are doing our part to make sure students are 
attending important events like these, we have to take some initiative.   
Elicia Walker, Public Safety  
Thank you, yes please help us spread the word about these classes, the next active shooter 
trainings will be on April 4th and 10th.   
  

D. Budget Fee Allocation   
Terry Bailey  
For the most part nothing is changing fee wise. As many of you can see majority of the 
budget goes to DegreeWorks maintenance, as well as the 140 PC’s and monitors we have 
on campus. Another portion of our budget goes to salaries and benefits and the lab and 
helpdesk support.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life moves to approve the technology fee allocation. 
Seconded by, Shaneika Gayle, Senator of Health and Wellness.   
100% Approved.   
Cheryl Owens  
The student health clinic is available to offer students help with common illnesses, minor 
injuries, STI testing, and we can prescribe specific medications. We are not asking for a 
fee increase but we wanted to update you all on where your money is going. One of the 



newest features of the health clinic is our ability to prescribe the basic necessities needed 
for common illnesses. We do not prescribe any narcotics. If you do not have insurance 
that is fine, we charge a $10 fee for our medications and that is done through the bursar’s 
office.   
Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to approve student health fee allocation. 
Seconded by, Kellsea Jenkins Senator of Education.   
100% Approved  

E. Request for Funding Presentation  
Autumn Hooton, Vice-President  
First, I would like to say thank you for helping me attend the APCA conference as an 
intern. I was able to meet so many great people, and work with individuals who have past 
experience working at the conference or within student affairs. Being surrounded by a 
group with that much knowledge on the career path I want to take, allowed me to get 
various insight from people that I am not surrounded by on a day to day basis. I was able 
to attend Disney’s Animal Kingdom which was an amazing experience. I also was able to 
see different live bands and listen to great speakers.    

6. Announcements  
A. VP Evaluations- VP evaluations were emailed to the various student leaders on 

campus, please take the time to fill those out.   
B. Budget Request- All RSO Budget request are due by 5:00pm on March 30th.   
C. Easter Egg Hunt- SGA is holding an Easter Egg Hunt on Monday March 2nd.   
D. Spring Fling- Spring Fling will be held April 10th-14th.   
E. The Big Event- Friday April 13th we will hold our big campus volunteer event. 

There are 40 spots available and three different agencies to volunteer with. Please 
sign up through Roadrunner Serve.   

F. RHA Fashion Show- RHA and ResLife will be holding the #TBT Fashion show 
on April 12th, at 8:00p.m. If you would like to participate please 
email sgayle@daltonstate.edu  

G. Liberal Arts Events- April 20-22 there will be a spring musical, God Spell in the 
Pope Student Center.   

H. Psychology Club- Psychology club will be hosting a dodgeball tournament. 
There is a $20 registration feel, and gift cards to win. Teams must consist of 5-8 
people, and players must be available to play Monday-Thursday at 2:00p.m. on 
the Quad. For any more question regarding the tournament please 
contact lpettigrew@daltonstate.edu  

I. English- There will be a new English course offered in the fall structured around 
Manga and Anime along with different Chinese and Japanese literature. If you 
are interested, please do not hesitate to sign up.   

J. MIS_IT- There will be an alumni panel held on April 9th, at 6: 15p.m in Sequoya 
Hall.   

K. Autism Support Group- On April 12 from 5:45-7:00p.m Dalton State’s autism 
support group will be hosting a gathering for all to join. It will be held in the Dean 
of Students conference room.   

Adjournment   
A. Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach  

mailto:sgayle@daltonstate.edu
mailto:lpettigrew@daltonstate.edu


B. The March 30, meeting adjourns at 11:25 a.m. The next meeting will take 
place, April 13, at 10:00 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Dalton State College 
Student Government Association 

April 13, 2017 
 

  
1. April 13, SGA meeting called to order at 10:10 a.m.  
2. Attendance  

Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)    
  
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health 
and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen (Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins 
(Senator of Education), Troy Poe (Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia 
Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen 
Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach)   
  
Voting Representatives:  
Brittany Hughes (Alpha Omicron Pi), Keishayla McCallum (African Students’ 
Association), Martin Alvarado (Baptist Collegiate Ministries), Samuel Voegele 
(Adventist Christian Fellowship), Janeli Becerra (Psi Chi), Clint Dodd (Veterans), 
Guadalupe Lopez (Beta Chi Nu), Matthew Presley (Chemist Society), Blane Bennett 
(SACNAS), Morgan Johnson (Sigma Tau Delta), Garrett Peters (MIS_IT), Christian 
Griggs (Faculty Representative)   
  
Guest:   
Christian Jacocks, Erik Simpson, Jodi Johnson, Aaliyah Montage-Bass, Margaret 
Venable, Brittnie Sell, Amber Lesicko, Jami Hall, Garrett Burgner   
  

3. Approval of March 30 Minutes   
A. Diego Alvarado, Senator for Student Life moves to approve the March 2 minutes. 

Seconded by, Shaneika Gayle, Senator of Health and Wellness.    
B. 100% Approved   



  
4. Administrative Updates  

  
         Dr. Venable, President  
This is a reminder that on April 26, at 3:30pm we will be holding a celebration 
at       the bell tower to recognize the amazing honor our school has just received. We are 
the first Hispanic serving institution in the state of Georgia.             
               Dr. Jodi Johnson   
Please remember that fall registration is now open. If you have not yet seen 
your          advisor, make sure you stop by and get approved to create fall schedules. The 
longer you wait the harder it becomes to get into the class you need.   

5. New Business   
A. RSO Point System   
B. Traffic Appeals Committee  

Asmara Holmes, Secretary and Traffic Appeals Committee Chair  
The traffic appeals committee heard seven appeals. They approved five and denied two.    

C. Budget Fee Allocation   
Brittnie Sell, Assistant Director, Campus Services  
The Campus Card fee will remain at $20. Items in the budget include our lease for 
printers, printers that we purchase, salaries and benefits, blackboard transact license, 
pharos print software, and plant allocation. With all of the different necessities to help run 
everything the total budget comes out to $191,589.00.  Students can also purchase 
replacement cards for an additional $20 as needed.  
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life moves to approve the campus services 
budget allocation. Seconded by, Awaz Yaseen, Senator of Student Support Services.   
96% Approved.   
Erik Simpson, Assistant Athletic Director/Sports Information  
The athletics budget for the FY 19 year is $1,552,800. This is broken down by our fees, 
ticket sales, miscellaneous income, college revenue, and private revenue (private 
donations). We will use $1,152,800 on salaries and benefits, and operating expenses. The 
remaining $400,000 will go to scholarship expenses, and one-time expenses.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life moves to approves the athletic 
budget allocation. Seconded by, Awaz Yaseen, Senator of Student Support Services.   
91% Approved.   
Garrett Burgner   
Campus Recreation has a student fee of $20. Our complete budget is $197,750. This 
budget gets allocated to individuals’ salaries, travel expenses, as well as supplies and 
materials. We are hoping to expand campus recreation by hiring more staff, gaining more 
equipment, and making activities more fun and exciting for our students.   
Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to approve the campus recreation 
budget allocation. Seconded by, Shaneika Gayle, Senator of Health and Wellness.   
100% Approved  

D. Request for Funding Presentation  
Aaliyah Montague-Bass, Birdfeeder   
This was the first conference for IMAGINE. Shawn Humphrey is the creator and he 
allowed for students like myself to have a platform to learn from others about different 



services that can help benefit students. I was able to gain a mentor, Terrence Walker, who 
helped me network and learn about different necessitates that can improve our 
birdfeeder.   
Beta Chi Nu, Guadalupe Lopez   
The ASB Conference was a great event. We began the trip by attending their welcome 
reception on Wednesday, while the following days included various talks about Fire 
History, the Wildland-Urban Interface, and the Futures of Wildfires in the SE region of 
the United Sates, as well as many other topics. We placed second for the research we 
presented, as well as for spirit, the amount of delegates, and the distance traveled. Overall 
the trip was a great experience for us to network as well as learn, and we are thankful that 
we were able to attend.   
Chemist Society, Matthew Presley  
The National ACS conference was filled with huge advantages for us. We were able to 
attend an amazing graduate school fair which had schools from around the world. There 
were a total of 20 different sessions we could attend, that ranged from topics like 
computational drug design, and structural determination of materials.   
  
  

6. Announcements  
A. Statues—The new revised statues will be sent out to students soon, so please be 

on the lookout for those.   
  

B. Food for Finals—will be held on April 30, at 11:30pm in Pope.   
7. Adjournment   
A. Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach  
B. The April 13, meeting adjourns at 10:49 a.m. The next meeting will take 

place, April 27, at 10:00 a.m.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalton State College 
Student Government Association 

April 27, 2017 
 

1. April 27 SGA meeting called to order at 10:06 a.m.  
2. Attendance  

Executive Board:   
Carolina Gomez (President), Autumn Hooton (Vice-President), Asmara Holmes 
(Secretary)   
  
Senators:    
Olivia Morones (Senator at Large, Parliamentarian), Donnique Campbell (Senator of 
Residential Life), Shaneika Gayle (Senator of Health and Wellness), Awaz Yaseen 
(Senator of Student Support Services), Kellsea Jenkins (Senator of Education), Troy Poe 
(Senator for the School of Liberal Arts), Sonia Mendoza (Senator at Large), Diego 
Alvarado (Senator for Student Life), Marlen Hernandez Garcia (Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach), Laura Alton (Senator of the Wright School of Business), Houston Lynn 
(Senator of STEM)   
  
Voting Representatives:  
Rachel Morones (Spirt Squad), Laurabeth Pettigrew (Psychology Club), Cameron Lynd 
(Alpha Sigma Tau), Cameron Katona (Secular Student Alliance), Christian Jacocks 
(Baptist Collegiate Ministry), Josefine Vargas (Alpha Omicron Pi), Eduardo Meraz 
(LASO), Fernando Cedano (Math Club), Morgan Johnson (Sigma Tau Delta), Brittany 
Jensen (Beta Chi Nu), Clint Dodd (Veterans)   
  
Guest:   
Abbey Heath, Kristina Momichi, Mariela Vazquez, Cameron Williams, Casey Mashburn, 
Logan DeBerry, Colby Cahran, Bobby Whitehead, David Lesicko, Amber Lesicko, Jami 
Hall  

3. Approval of February 16 Minutes   
A. Diego Alavardo, Senator of Student Life, moves to 

amend the wording . Seconded by, Marlen Hernandez, Senator for Hispanic & 
Latino Outreach. Approved – 100% Approved   



4. Administrative Updates  
A. David Lesicko,   

As many of you have heard Dalton State will be parting ways with Metz. The reasoning 
behind Dalton States separation with the organization has nothing to do with the 
employees but misunderstanding with the cooperation. Dalton State will now partner 
with Aladdin. We are working on creating an all you can eat feature throughout the day, 
this feature will resemble how dinner is ran now, and will be open to all students. The 
state is on board with our school’s new partnership due to the contract Aladdin and the 
state already have. Not only is there a possibility that the structure of our dining hall 
changing, but the cost of the meal plan will hopefully decrease.  The overall food should 
stay the same, but the names of the stations will most likely differ.   

5. New Business   
A. RSO Point System   
B. Traffic Appeals Committee  

Asmara Holmes, Secretary   
The traffic appeals committee approved four out of the four appeals.    

C. New RSO Request   
Laura Alton, Young Americans for Freedom  
Young Americans for Freedom is conservative student organization, founded on 
September 11, 1960. There are multiple chapters in different colleges, universities, and 
high schools. YAF brings together conservative students to advocate for the ideas of 
limited government, individual freedom, free enterprise, and the preservation of 
traditional values. The YAF meetings will be mandatory for all members, we will hold 
fundraisers, work within the community, and implement a service project called 9/11 
never forget. What separates YAF from Dalton Republicans is the fact we are an 
ideology system of beliefs and will not endorse any political affiliation, that being 
republican, democrat, independent etc…The membership will be free, and there will be 
an alumni membership.   
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life moves to approve the Young Americans for 
Freedom. Seconded by, Sonia Mendoza Senator at Large.   
96 % Approved  

D. Request for Funding Presentations   
Dalton State Tutors,   
First, we would like to say thank you for your help with sending us to this conference. 
Not only did we enjoy ourselves, we learned a lot while attending. Some of the 
presentations we enjoyed the most were the Butter Parsnip presentation that discussed the 
use of humor when learning or studying science. As well as the Meta cognition event that 
allowed attendees to dive deeper in understanding exactly how we all learn. All in all, the 
conference was very insightful to all of us and we are grateful of SGA granting us this 
opportunity.   

E. Budget Allocation   
Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator of Hispanic & Latino Outreach   
Before I announce the budget allocations for the upcoming school year I would like to 
state that the decisions were made based on each RSO’s ability to complete the 
expectations stated within the constitution. This includes each RSO’s ability to attend 
75% of SGA meetings, which translates attending 12 out of 15 meetings.   



A. Psi Chi requested $200 and will receive the full amount.  
B. Psychology Club requested $200 and will receive the full amount.  
C. Veterans requested $200 and will not be receiving funds do to ineligibility.   
D. Social Work requested $200 and will not be receiving funds do to ineligibility.   
E. Chemist Society requested $200 and will receive the full amount.  
F. Beta Chi Nu requested $200 and will not be receiving funds do to ineligibility.   

All of the remaining funds will be added to the request for funding pot. The following 
allocations were suggestions presented on behalf of the Budget and Fee Committee.   

A. Campus Activities Board requested $55,000. Allocated amount $48,200  
B. SGA Budget requested $2,000. Allocated amount $2,000   
C. Civic Engagement/Service Budget requested $11,200. Allocated $11,000.   
D. Leadership Development Budget $14,000. Allocated $14,000.   
E. Dean of Students Budget requested $3000. Allocated $2950  
F. Student Life Budget requested $20,000. Allocated $20,000.   
G. Student Conduct Budget requested $4000. Allocated $4000  
H. Student Support Services requested $2,000. Allocated $2,000.   
I. Request for Funding Budget requested $5,800. Allocated $5,800.   

Laura Alton, Senator of the Wright School of Business moves to approve the budget 
allocations. Seconded by, Cameron Katona, voting representative of Secular Student 
Alliance.  - Approved, 91%  

F. Code of Conduct,   
Bobby Whitehead, Assistant Director, Student Conduct   
  
There will not be many changes to the Code of Conduct, we will be clarifying some loop 
holes and add in a section on organizational misconduct.   
  
Diego Alvarado, Senator of Student Life moves to approve the Code of Conduct. 
Seconded by, Awaz Yaseen, Senator of Student Support Services.   
  
100% Approved.   
  

G. Constitution Updates  
Carolina Gomez, President   
  
The following changes to our constitution include:   

A. Removal of the Parliamentarian and Treasurer from the Executive Branch.  
B.  Executive Board members to complete five office hours each week.   
C. Student Body President and Vice President must serve on SGA senate for one 

year prior to assuming office.   
D. Senator-at-large positions must complete two office hours each week.   
E. RSO’s which are denied funding for the fall, due to not meeting the attendance 

requirements can request money from the SGA via a “Request for Funding” at 
any point throughout the spring semester if they have met the following 
requirements during the fall semester.   

1. One student representative must attend all fall SGA meetings.   



2. The RSO must meet a minimum of 45 points and abide by the Participation Policy 
(Section 7) in the RSO Manual.   

3. A student representative must submit a roster of previous and current officers to 
Student Life.   

4. One of the RSO’s officers must present a statement to the entire SGA explaining 
their case and requesting to be eligible for funding from SGA.   

F. If a student is receiving travel funds, the student must present at the next SGA 
meeting immediately following their trip/conference. Failure to comply will result 
in a hold on their account. If the funds are requested on behalf of a group, the 
president or representative who requested the funds will be held accountable.   

  
Laura Pettigrew, Psychology Club   
  
To clarify, if a member of an organization request funds for a trip and fail to present the 
president is accountable?   
  
Carolina Gomez, President   
  
No, we stated “the president or representative” to make sure that there is a distinction 
between the two.   
  
Christian Jacocks, Baptist Collegiate Ministry   
  
What if the individual cannot make it to the meeting immediately following her or his 
trip? Are they able to set up arrangements to present at another meeting?   
  
Asmara Holmes, Secretary   
  
Due to the fact that students should know the dates ahead of time, we would like to make 
it a strict requirement. The student of course is welcome in advanced to contact the 
Executive Board to create those arrangements.   
  
Sonia Mendoza, Senator at large moves to approve constitution update. Seconded by, 
Christian Jacocks, voting representative for Baptist Collegiate Ministry.   
  
100% Approved  
  

H. Cabinet Transition   
  
Carolina Gomez, President   
  
I would like to take the time to acknowledge and thank the current members that hold 
positions on our SGA cabinet. Thank you for everything you all have done this year. I 
would also like to take this time to introduce and welcome the incoming members of 
SGA cabinet.   
  



President  
Outgoing: Carolina Gomez   
Incoming: Carolina Gomez   
  
Vice-President  
Outgoing: Autumn Hooton   
Incoming: Laura Alton   
  
Secretary  
Outgoing: Asmara Holmes   
Incoming: Morgan Johnson   
  
Senator, School of Business   
Outgoing: Laura Alton  
Incoming: Abbey Heath   
  
Senator, School of Education  
Outgoing: Kellsea Jenkins   
Incoming: Christian Johnson   
  
Senator, School of Health Professions   
Outgoing: VACANT  
Incoming: Meghan O’Toole  
  
Senator, School of Liberal Arts  
Outgoing: Troy Poe  
Incoming: Ashley Langston   
  
Senator, School of Science, Mathematics and Technology   
Outgoing: Houston Lynn   
Incoming: Logan Huggins   
  
Senator, Campus Recreation   
Outgoing: Shaneika Gayle   
Incoming: Shaneika Gayle   
  
Senator, Hispanic and Latino Outreach   
Outgoing: Marlen Hernandez Garcia  
Incoming: Eduardo Meraz   
  
Senator, Student Life   
Outgoing: Diego Alvarado   
Incoming: Mariela Vazquez   
  
Senator, Student Support Services  
Outgoing: Awaz Yaseen   



Incoming: Tanner McEntyre          
  
Senator, Residential Life    
Outgoing: Donnique Campbell   
Incoming: Kristina Momich   
  
Senator at Large   
Outgoing: Sonia Mendoza and Oliva Morones   
Incoming: Casey Mashburn and Rachel Morones    
  

6. Announcements  
A. ALPHA—Shaw Industry will be on campus to ask question in the Roberts 

Library on Monday April 30, at 4:00 p.m.   
B. CARE Carts—Will be available for all students during finals week.   
C. Food For Finals—Monday April 30, at 11:30 p.m.    
7. Adjournment   
A. Diego Alvarado Senator for Student Life, moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Marlen Hernandez Garcia, Senator for Hispanic & Latino Outreach  
B. The April 27th meeting adjourns at 11:09 a.m.   

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


