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Overview

The popularity of Internet peer-to-peer file sharing is often the source of network
resource allocation problems and copyright infringement.

Purpose

This policy will define Internet peer-to-peer file sharing and state the policy of Dalton State
College (DSC) on this issue.

Scope

The scope of this policy includes all DSC computing resources.

Policy

Internet peer-to-peer file sharing applications are frequently used to distribute copyrighted
materials such as music, motion pictures, and computer software. Such exchanges are
illegal and are not permifted on Dalton State Gollege computers or network. See the
standards outlined in the Appropriate Use Policy.

DSG Procedures and Sanctions

Failure to comply with the appropriate use of these resources threatens the atmosphere for the
sharing of information, the free exchange of ideas, and the secure environment for creating
and maintaining information property, and subjects one to discipline. Any user of any DSC
system found using lT resources for unethical and/or inappropriate practices has violated this
policy and is subject to disciplinary proceedings including suspension of DSC privileges,
expulsion from school, termination of employment and/or legal action as may be appropriate.
Although all users of DSC's lT resources have an expectation of privacy, their right to privacy
may be superseded by DSC's requirement to protect the integrity of its lT resources, the rights
of all users and the property of DSC and the State. DSC thus, reserves the right to examine
material stored on or transmitted through its resources if there is cause to believe that the
standards for appropriate use are being violated by one of its users or a trespasser onto its
systems or networks.



Summary of Civil and Criminal Penalties for Violation of Federal Copyright Laws

Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or
more of the exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright
Act (Title 17 of the United States Code). These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute
a copyrighted work. In the file-sharing context, downloading or uploading substantial parts of a
copyrighted work without authority constitutes an infringement.

Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties. In general, anyone found
liable for civilcopyright infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or "statutory"
damages affixed at not less than $750 and not more than 930,000 per work infringed. For "willful',
infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work infringed. A court can, in
its discretion, also assess costs and attorneys' fees. For details, see Title 17, United States
Code, Sections 504, 505.

Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment of up
to five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense.

For more information, please see the Web site of the U.S. Copyright Office at
www.copyrig ht. gov, especial ly their FAQ's at www. copvriq ht. qov/help/faq.

Alternatives to illegal file sharing

. ABC.com TV Shows

. Amazon MP3 Downloads

. Amazon Video on Demand

. Amie Street

. AOL Music

. ARTISTdirect Network

. AudioCandy

. BearShare (version 6 or higher)

. Best Buy

. BET

. Blip.fm

. Blockbuster Online

. Bravo Videos

. Buy.com

. Cartoon Network Video

. Latinoise

. LifeWav Music

. Liquid DigitalMedia

. Listen.com

. Magnatune

. MediaNet

. Mindawn

. MOG All Access

. MovieFlix

. MP3.com

. MTV Video

. Music Millennium

. MusicRebellion

. mylifetime Video

. MySpace Music

. Napster



. CBS Video

. CD Baby

. CinemaNow

. Clicker (formerly Modern Feed)

. Comedy Central Video

. Criterion Online

. The CW Video

. Dimple Records

. Discovery Channel Videos

. Disney Videos

. Download Fundraiser

. The Electric Fetus

. eMusic.com

. ESPN360

. EZTakes

. Fancast

. FOX on Demand

. FX Networks Video

. FYE

. Gallery of Sound

. GameFly

. GameTap

. Hulu Movies & TV

. ilike

. iMDb Video

. imeem

. iMesh

. Independent Records & Videos

. iTunes Movies. Music. & TV

. Jaman

. Jamendo

. Joost Movies & TV

. Lala

. Last.fm

. NBC Video

. Netflix Movies & TV

. Neurotic Media

. Nick Jr. Video

. Pandora

. PBS Kids Go! Video

. PlayStation Store

. Pro-Music

. Public Domain Torrents

. Otrax

. Record & Tape Traders

. Reeltime Television
Network (RTVN)

. Rhapsody

. Slacker

. South Park Episode
Player

. Spinner

. Spotify

. Steam

. Superpass

. TBS Videos

. TheWB

. TidalTV

. TNT DramaVision

. Top Hits Entertainment

. TV.com

. TVLand Video

. USA Network Videos

. VHl Videos

. Walmart Movies & TV

. Walmart MP3 Music
Downloads

. Windows Media Guide

. Xbox Live Marketplace

. Yahoo! Music

. Zune

*All links acquired from:
http ://www.ed ucause.edu/lega lcontent
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